22         THE ARMY AND THE IMPERIAL HOUSE    [CHAP.

the time. In the East the imperial police-gangs (KoXXTjnWes) so
harried poor and rich alike, innocent as well as guilty1, that they*
soon found themselves confronted by brigands of their own making.
In Egypt their activity aggravated evils caused by an oppressive
system of liturgies and requisitions, which was driving the in-
habitants of the villages to abandon their homes and take to
brigandage; nor had the measures taken by Severus when in
Egypt (p. 1 8) provided an effective remedy, for successive Pre-
fects continued to issue edicts directed against brigandage and
against exactions which provoked it2. In Baetica and Mauretania
the procurators had been given special powers to facilitate con-
fiscation3. It is not surprising that from regions as far asunder as
Africa, Asia, and the Rhineland there is evidence of disorder still
more serious than brigandage4.
The interior condition of the empire must have given .Severus
more concern at this time than the safety of the frontiers. The
East had been made secure against the Parthians. On the Rhine
and Danube there was no immediate prospect of trouble, and we
learn of no activity on either frontier more serious than an adjust-
ment of the eastern boundary of Dacia by which the Trajanic
limes along the Aluta to the Red Tower pass was replaced by a
more easterly line, reinforced by a wall, which left the Danube
below the junction of the Aluta and ran to the Transylvanian Alps
at Brasso5. In Britain, it is true, the defensive system had collapsed
after the withdrawal of the garrison by Clodius Albinus, but order
was now being restored there by Alfenus Senecio (p. 38), and
it was not till 208 that the Emperor himself set out for the island
to crown the work of his legate by a punitive campaign,
. Meanwhile he spent most of his time in Campania, for the life
of the capital was demoralizing for his sons and probably dis-
tasteful to himself. He busied himself, we are told, with juris-
diction and affairs of State. The chief member of his council was
1  For Asia cf. the Lydian inscriptions, Keil and Premerstein, Dritte Reise,
in Denkschriftm der Wien. dkad. LVII, 1914-15, nos. 9, 28, 55.
2  FC>F &e activity of the Kolletiones in Egypt and an edict of the Prefect,
Subatianus Aquila, see P. Oxy. vin, 1 100. This dates from 206. Cf. P. Oxy.
xn, 1408 for an edict against brigandage issued by the Prefect, Baebius
Juncinus, in 210-14.
a Dessau 1406, CJ.L. vin, 9360.
4 Cf, Dessau 429 (from Sicca Veneria in Africa) and 430 (from Ephesus).
The African inscription dates from 208. From ib. 1 153 we learn that about
the same time detachments of all the four legions on the Rhine had to be
mobilized to suppress disorder.
* Fabricius, op. cit. col. 645.